
 

St. John Lutheran School COVID-19 Policy 

 
It is the goal of St. John’s faculty to have as normal of a school year as possible while taking precautions to ensure the health 

of our students, staff, and families.  We will therefore plan to have in-person classes five days a week with the following 

modifications.  These precautions will be in place for at least the first semester of the school year and will only phase out if 

it appears that the COVID crisis is passing.   
 
Scanning temperatures: Individuals will have their temperature scanned daily upon entering the building.  Any person 

who displays a temperature less than 100.4 F may enter the classroom/building.  Those who have a temperature reading of 

100.4 F will be scanned a second time after waiting five minutes. If the second reading is still 100.4 F or higher, the 

individual will not be allowed to stay for the day. Any individual registering a temperature of 100.4 F or higher must be 

fever free for 24 hours without medication in order to return to school, or provide school with appropriate documentation 

from the individual's healthcare provider that there is no concern of COVID-19. 

 
Student, staff, or volunteer sickness:  Anyone displaying symptoms of COVID 19 will be sent home from 

school.  Symptoms include, but may not be limited to: difficulty breathing, a sore throat, loss of taste and smell, fever, 

headache, and nausea.  Students who appear sick during the school day will be placed in a waiting area within their 

classroom that provides distance from other students but supervision from an adult staff person.  Anyone presenting these 

symptoms and/or sent home from school for a different sickness must provide a doctor’s note showing that they are healthy 

enough to return to a group setting before coming back to school. 
 
If a COVID 19 case becomes present in school:  Any student, staff, or volunteer who tests positive for COVID must 

follow Brown County Health Department’s protocols for self quarantine and, upon recovery, present a doctor’s note or 

documentation of their ability to return to a group environment.  Families must notify the school if their child contracts 

COVID even if the child was not showing symptoms at school.  The school will contact all families as well as Brown County 

Health Department to inform them of any positive case. Any classroom who has a person (student, teacher, or volunteer) 

that tests positive for COVID 19 will be shut down for a minimum of 24 hours of deep cleaning and for the teacher to be 

tested and receive results.  The school will notify parents of the closure and when the class is ready to return.  All children 

and volunteers will also need to be tested prior to return to school.  Generally speaking, a positive test in a classroom  means 

no return to the classroom until test results provide confirmation to do so. 

 
If a COVID 19 case becomes present in a family member: Families must also notify the school if a member of the family 

who does not attend school contracts COVID.  The attending family members must get doctor approval to return to school 

even if they do not show any symptoms.   

 
Face masks:  The governor of Wisconsin issued a recent order effective August 1st and expiring September 28th that 

mandates that all persons over the age of five wear a mask.  This order also stipulated times and circumstances when masks 

aren’t needed such as eating lunch, presenting to a group, communicating to a hearing-impaired individual, etc.  We 

understand that this mandate presents significant challenges particularly to younger children specifically in regards to proper 

and regular usage of a mask as directed in this state order. It is also important to note that this order specifically identifies 

what should take place if seeing an individual without a mask.  Those instructions are that a person is not to confront anyone 

but rather maintain distance as well as making sure to wear their own mask.  As the order stated, our assumption would be 

that if a person isn’t wearing a mask it is for medical or health related matters, and individuals not wearing masks should 

be treated as such.   We recommend that parents include discussions at home of proper hygiene through regular hand 

washing with soap, as well as focusing on hand to mouth and eye contact, If a student develops symptoms during the school 

day, the child will be required to wear a provided mask while they are placed in a waiting area at a safe distance from 

their classmates. 

 



Drop Offs and Pickups:  The end-of-day pickup procedure for this school year will be changing dramatically.  Students 

taking the bus will be released from the front of the school building at 2:35. Following the departure of bus riders, walkers 

and bike riders will be released from the front entry doors.  Parents who are picking up their children should plan to meet 

them at the back of the building by 2:45. Students being picked up will have all of their outerwear, backpacks, and other 

necessary items with them and will be led out by their teachers to meet parents.  Parents should not plan to come into the 

school at the end of the day.  Teachers will be available for discussions at outside pickup time.  Parents whose children are 

in preschool or preK and are only staying for half of a day may pick their children up at the classrooms, though they are 

encouraged to remain in their vehicles until 11:30 rather than gathering in the hallway until classes let out.  All families may 

come into the building to drop off their children, though they are asked to respect social distancing guidelines and the small 

spaces in our hallways.    
 
Chapel:  Chapel has traditionally brought our whole school together once a week.  Chapels held on the first and third 

Wednesdays of each month will occur in church with separation between the classes.  Chapels on all other weeks will be 

presented virtually on screens in individual classrooms. 
 
Lunches:  Our classes will continue to hold lunches in a self-contained manner, with students eating at their desks or 

classroom tables.  We plan to continue the tradition of monthly hot lunch gatherings of the whole school with the precaution 

of separating classes to their own tables at a distance from other classes.  Adults will help all younger students rather than 

asking older students to be helpers. 
 
Water fountains: Normal water fountain use will be discouraged.  Students will have a personal water bottle in their 

classroom for regular use which will be cleaned on a regular basis.   

 
Extra cleaning: Our janitorial budget has increased for this year, allowing more scheduled cleaning time each day.  Extra 

care will be given to sanitizing toys and surfaces.  Some toys that pass germs easily (such as slimes and some sensory toys) 

may be temporarily absent from classrooms.  Parents of full-day preschool and preK students are asked to take rest time 

supplies home on the first and third weekend of each month. 
 
Conversations to have with your child before school begins:  Parents should plan to discuss with their children some 

healthy habits before starting school.  This may include face mask use, personal contact (such as hugs and high fives), hand 

washing, nose blowing, and sneeze covering procedures, and keeping hands away from faces.  Teachers will also be 

discussing these subjects with your children, but practicing and discussing limits before the school year begins will be 

extremely helpful.  
 
Recess: Classes often have one or more recesses by themselves and one recess where the whole school is out at the same 

time.  With a large yard to spread out, we plan to keep up this routine. 
 
Busing policies:  First Student Bus Services, who are contracted by the Wrightstown Public School District, and provide 

us with busing have given us the following information for families with children riding the bus. 
1. Every child will be given an assigned seat for the duration of the school year 

2. Pick up times in the morning should be fairly close to last year, HOWEVER, dismissal time this year will be twenty 

minutes earlier so children could arrive home ten to fifteen minutes earlier than last year. 
3. Masks must be worn on the bus unless there is a medical issue 

4. ONLY children who have contacted the bus company and are scheduled to use the bus can ride.  Previously some 

kids were allowed to have a friend ride if they were spending the night, or staying at a friends house until getting 

picked up by a parent.  If a rider isn’t scheduled to ride, they CAN’T ride. 

 
It is our hope that these procedures will help to prevent an outbreak of COVID 19 or other sickness at school while allowing 

our students to have a full school year procedure.  However, we also must acknowledge shifting circumstances may change 

some of these procedures and  that a schoolwide shutdown may be made necessary by a large outbreak or a change in 

political decisions.  If a shutdown occurs, please note the following plans: 
 
Grades K-8: Classes will continue through distance learning.  Teachers will use Google Classroom to post materials, 

videos, and more.  Parents will be expected to help their children through daily work as needed.  Work will be turned in for 

a grade and may not be skipped.  Tuition charges will remain the same as full-time education will continue. 
 



Preschool and PreK:  Teachers will continue to provide materials for your students and families will be considered under 

continuing enrollment unless they speak with Mr. Raddatz about unenrolling.  There is potential for a prorated tuition charge 

depending on how many materials are made available to families.  Families in early childhood who may choose to unenroll 

in order to drop tuition payments will not receive any access to class materials and virtual learning opportunities.   

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Timothy Raddatz 
Administrator -  St. John Lutheran School 
 


