
Upcoming Events 

GRANDPARENTS DAY AT ST. JOHN LU-

THERAN SCHOOL & CHURCH 
 

Come join us at church to watch our school children perform 

skits and music.  

Stay for the picnic lunch afterwards. 

 

Friday, May 7, 2021 

10 am 

St. John Lutheran Church 
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Message from Pastor Gehl 

In comparison to many other congregations, I'd say that St. John was from the get-go a little on the 
"lighter" side when it came to COVID-related stuff. We made mention of the mandate in the worship 
folder, but never told anyone what they could or couldn't do at church. We figured our role was to 
share God's Word - to preach law and gospel - rather than to serve as the enforcers of someone else's 
orders. We did encourage people to be respectful and careful, of course. And we did close off every-
other-row to help keep people separated a bit. A week or so before Easter, we opened up all the seat-
ing to let people sit wherever they wanted. And wouldn't you know it... most everyone still sat in every
-other-row - no different from before - even without the signage in the rows! Kinda reminds me of a 
story I heard about sheep. As the story goes, there was a branch in the path, and the line-leading 
sheep of the flock jumped over to keep on moving along. After half the flock had passed, all jumping 
over the branch, the shepherd was able to pull it out of the way. But wouldn't you know it... the rest of 
the sheep kept jumping over the spot where the branch had been! The lesson? Sometimes it's easier 
to simply follow a pattern than it is to react to the actual circumstances going on around you. This 
weekend is "Good Shepherd Sunday." We're reminded how wonderful it is to be considered Jesus' lit-
tle lambs and members of the flock of his Church. How loving and caring, protective and providing he 
is! But sometimes we fall into patterns like those silly sheep. Those patterns might be innocent, but 
they could also be dangerous. For the past year, many people have gotten out of the habit of attending 
worship together with God's people. They've gotten into the habit of watching public worship rather 
than participating in public worship. (In reality, watching worship in your living room and in your 
PJs isn't really public at all.) The Bible is pretty clear. Christians need each other. We need to be en-
couragers of one another. And we need encouragement from one another. That can't happen through 
a microphone or camera lens. We've got to be face-to-face. We've got to worship together in God's 
house, one week after another. I realize not all of you are members of St. John. But I invite all of you 
who are able to get yourself and your family back into the pattern of weekly worship again, if you 
haven't already. If you're a member of a different congregation, get back to it. If you're a member of 
St. John - or would like to learn more about St. John - get back to it! I look forward to serving you 
with God's wonderful Word! I look forward to following our Good Shepherd, Jesus, together with 
you! In Christ's service and yours... Pastor Mike Gehl 



Classroom News 

Miss Buss’ Classroom News 
 
Greetings! 
 

The end of April is upon us, and that finds us in the point of the school year where we, as a PreK class have 
completed all our letters in the alphabet!  Wow, has the time flown.  The rest of the weeks of school for litera-
cy will focus on reviewing letters, their sounds, and building on concepts such as rhyming.  This week for lit-
eracy we focused on the little letters b and d.  They look so similar, and they can be easy to get confused.  We 
learned that the word bed has a b in the beginning and a d at the end.  So, we said that the circle on the b 
would be the start of a pillow on a bed and the line on the little d would be the wall that keeps your feet in 
bed.  We also worked on rhyming and practiced identifying rhyming words.  However, this time we also 
wrote the rhyming words on the board so we could visually see that most rhyming words have the same let-
ters at the end of a word and thus it makes it sound the same. 
 

Math this week had us starting to measure items in non-traditional ways.  We are not using rulers etc. yet to 
measure items but have been estimating how many building cubes it takes to measure a side of some-
thing.  We also talked about what an estimate it, and also if it was okay that we didn’t guess the correct num-
ber in our estimate (which obviously, yes it is!)  Math also found us playing and experimenting with tan-
grams. 
 

Our religion story this week focused on Jesus showing himself to his disciples on Easter evening.  We also 
talked about how Jesus showed himself to Thomas a week after the disciples.  Frequently, through our sto-
ries, you can hear our class shouting “Jesus is alive!”  In the middle of the week we discussed how we can’t 
read each other’s minds, but Jesus knows everything that goes inside of our heads.  But we also talked about 
how because we can’t read each other’s minds, it makes our words and our voice very powerful because that 
is what God gave us to communicate to the people around us. 
 

Our final Scholastic book order went home this week.  It will be the last one of the school year.  Thank you 
again for the books you have ordered because Mrs. Foelske and I are able to add free books to our Early Edu-
cation library for the kiddos because of your orders!  There can never be to many books.  Books are a wonder-
ful thing!  Thank you. 
 

As always if you need anything feel free to reach out!  Miss Buss 

Classroom News 

Mrs. Foelske’s Classroom News 
 
How are there only 5 weeks until summer? I feel like just yesterday day it was Christmas (this week's snow 
probably had something to do with that.) We are starting to get spring fever in preschool and are getting 
rather squirrelly in our want to spend time outside. Thankfully, we have only 2 more letters to go and then 
a few weeks of review activities to finish out the school year. 
 

The last week of April will be the letter Y with the first week of May being the letter Z. Once May hits we 
will switch to our final two colors White and Gray. We ha r no more shapes to learn so we will review. We 
will also change out the toys one last time.  
 

Bible Stories now focus on Jesus’ time after the resurrection. We were so excited and surprised that Jesus 
came back to life, but we also talked about how even though we did not see Jesus do miracles or come back 
to life how awesome it is to still believe in Him. We loved to see the women, disciples, and Thomas's reac-
tion to Jesus coming back. Our next section will be Jesus going back into heaven, Pentecost, and how 
many shared about Jesus. 
 

We have one more recording session for our Preschool program. We have worked extra hard on getting 
the songs and books just right to share with our families. Keep your eye out for an email or Facebook link 
mid-May.  
 

Please continue to think about and let us know your Preschool/Pre-K plans for next year. Even just regis-
tering for next year without set days of the week is helpful for planning and making sure you are kept up-
dated throughout the summer.  
 

As always please contact me with and questions or concerns.  Mrs. Alexa Foelske 


