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Life is full of times to "take our turn." Everyone likes to get the feeling that "it's my time to shine." Athletes 
say, "Put me in, coach!" Musicians want to sit in the first chair of the orchestra. Actors want the lead role of 
the play or as much screen-time as possible in the show or movie. For preschoolers, maybe it's something 
as simple as taking a turn as the line-leader. Who wants to be at the middle of the pack? Is it ever desirable 
to be the "caboose"? Leaders are looked up to. They're in the spotlight. People pay attention to them. 
When Jesus chose companions during his earthly life and ministry, he chose followers. That's what he said 
to a group of fishermen and later on to a tax collector - "follow me." He called them to be his disciples - to 
study under him and to learn from him. And that's what he says to us, too. He calls us to be followers. Oh, 
to be sure, in our role in the family, in the workplace, and in the church, we may very well be leaders. But 
our continuing role will always be to follow the Savior. Certainly we would want to follow his perfect pattern 
of love toward God and mankind! But it's more than that. We want to follow him because he's shown him-
self to be our Savior. He's freed us from our captivity to sin, death, Satan, and hell. He's redeemed us to be 
his very own family members and heirs of the kingdom of heaven. What better leader could we find?! 
That's the ongoing mission of our school and church - to equip children and adults to be followers of Jesus 
in whatever role they play in life. Thank you for allowing us that opportunity! In Christ's Service and Yours... 
Pastor Mike Gehl 

Ms. Buss’s Classroom 
As we start our second quarter, we are adding some new things into our room.  Third quarter will find 
us working more with adding and subtracting, dimes and nickels, and blending letters together to start 
reading basic words.  We also are working on our sight words in our class.  You can find our sight 
words in the flash cards that were sent home at the beginning of the year.  I encourage you to run 
through them periodically at home. 
 

One of the things we will be adding to our room will be a show and tell Wednesday.  Students will be 
encouraged to find something around their home that starts with the letter of the week and then are 
invited to bring in their item to share with the class on Wednesday.  We will start this next week and 
we will be working on the Letter N next week. 
 

The next special day that will be upon us will be Valentine’s Day.  I do plan to have the kids exchange 
Valentines this year on Wednesday, February 10th.  There are a total of 9 kids in our class (including 
your child).  I usually suggest having your child write their name in the FROM section.  This is good 
writing practice for them as we do name writing work on a daily basis in the morning.  I have the chil-
dren leave the TO part empty as it does make it easier to pass out the valentines with the 
kiddos.  The kids will be making their own bags at school that they will be able to use to take home 
their valentines.  There is no school on Thursday or Friday Feburary 11th and 12th that week.   
 

Finally, thank you for a great first half of the school year.  I look forward to the second half of the year 
and continuing to watch the kiddos grow and learn! 



Classroom News 

Mrs. Foelske’s Classroom 
How have we had 85 days of school? It is crazy to think that soon we will be celebrating the 100th day of 
school! Look for a sheet coming home about Preschool's celebration of this special day. 
 

Bible story has started to be all about Jesus and disciples as they see him work amazing miracles. We talk 
about how miracles are a something only Jesus can do because he is God.  
 

As the month changes we will be looking at the number 7, color pink, and the shape heart. We have made it 
to the letter N and will continue to work through the rest of the letters this year. 
 

Preschool and Pre-K have decided to start up our Pastor Gehl Play day's again. This is a special day once a 
month that Pastor Gehl comes to hang out with us as we explore a theme/ book together. This month we are 
looking at Ice this means we will "ice skate" with paper plates, play with ice in the sensory table, paint with 
ice and make a snowman inside! We love these days as a way to add a special activity and allowing the kids 
and pastor to get to know each other. 
 

Since Valentine's Day is right around the corner I thought I would let you know we have 13 kids and 2 teach-
ers in our classroom. To make things easy, I ask that if you choose to put names on your child's valentine 
only do your child's name that way they can easily and quickly hand them out with out having to look for 
each friends bag individually. 
 

As always feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  Mrs. Alexa Foelske 

Raddatz Classroom 
The second half of the school year is officially underway.  Most, including myself, thought we would 
have been faced with many more challenges due to COVID, but patience, time, and working with par-
ents at home has helped us tremendously in avoid any major shutdowns. 
 

As our classroom gears up for third quarter, there is one new change in our course load.  Science be-
gan the year with “Crosswired”, specifically focused on Sound.  Second quarter we focused on “Circuits” 
and “First Aid”, and third quarter has us looking at Biology.  These quarter focused themes allow us pre-
pare students for the wide range of classes they may choose or have assigned in high school. 
 

As is our policy, I would like to remind parents that with the beginning of the new quarter, late/missing 
homework counts are reset and begin again at zero.  Please remember that a new policy was put into 
effect that pertains to students that hit (7) late/missing assignment in a quarter.  If you did not receive 
the information to this new addition to our homework section of our handbook, please let me know. 
 

A couple reminders to help your son or daughter continue to progress in their studies through the re-
mainder of the quarter.   
1.  It is good practice to scan over the assignment sheet/binder that is filled out each and every day. 
2.  As opportunity allows, take a few minutes to orally review times facts from 1x1 – 10x10.  When lis-
tening to your child say them, answers should take no more than 3-4 seconds to be spoken. 
3.  Have your child write a letter every week.  Practicing handwriting will directly aid in your child’s hand-
writing skills and neatness of letters. 
4.  Find ways to present problem solving opportunities.  Far too often kids are more apt to give up then 
see a problem through its solution. 

School News 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Absence: Children are required to attend school each day that they are able.  Parents/Guardians are to report 

all absences by using the online absence/tardy/early out form.  Failure to submit this form within 24 

hours will deem each instance as “unexcused.” It is strongly encouraged to submit this form prior to an ab-

sence so the classroom has opportunity to plan for collection of school work. 

 

Per Wis Stat.sec.118.16(1)(a) and (c) “A student is considered truant if he/she is absent without an 

acceptable excuse for all or part of one or more days during which school is held.  A student qualifies 

to be habitually truant when he/she is absent without an acceptable excuse all or part of five or more 

days in a school semester.” 
 

In the event of a student absence, schoolwork must be made up and parents/guardians are responsible for su-

pervising the completion of such work. 

 

Unexcused absence policy: 
1st - Unexcused absence – school administrator will send an email to parent(s) 

2nd
- Unexcused absence – school administrator will contact parent via phone call 

3rd
- Unexcused absence – school administrator will meet in person with student parents 

4th – Unexcused absence – school administrator will send formal letter & a meeting with school board 

with be scheduled (An attendance plan will be created and signed by both parties) 

5th – Unexcused absence – school administrator may authorize truancy proceedings to begin, or a 

meeting with school board will take place to decide on continued enrollment. 

 

Wisconsin State Statues allow a family to use no more than 10 days for family vacation during a school year, 
under the following circumstances: 
 1. Prior approval is granted by school administrator and/or B.O.E 

  1a.  Requests should be submitted in writing one month ahead of event. 
 AND 

2. Student is determined to be in good academic standing. 


